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Read the article “A Change in Leaf Color” and answer the following questions in complete 
sentences.  You will be graded according to the previously distributed rubric. 
 
 
1. Why do leaves change color in the fall? 
 

____________________________________________________________________ 
 
____________________________________________________________________ 
 
____________________________________________________________________ 

 
2. What is chlorophyll?  How does it work to make our eyes view plants as being 

green? 
 

____________________________________________________________________ 
 
____________________________________________________________________ 
 
____________________________________________________________________ 
 

3. What happens during photosynthesis? 
 

____________________________________________________________________ 
 
____________________________________________________________________ 
 
____________________________________________________________________ 
 

4. Aside from chlorophyll, what pigments are present in plant leaves?  What colors do 
they provide our eyes with? 

 
____________________________________________________________________ 
 
____________________________________________________________________ 
 
____________________________________________________________________ 
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5. Identify three reasons why tree leaves turn red. 
 

____________________________________________________________________ 
 
____________________________________________________________________ 
 
____________________________________________________________________ 
 
____________________________________________________________________ 
 
 

6. How are the colors of leaves affected by weather conditions? 
 

____________________________________________________________________ 
 
____________________________________________________________________ 
 
____________________________________________________________________ 
 

7. Many of us find leaves of different colors to be beautiful.  Science offers explanations 
for this beauty.  Do you think it’s important to understand the reasons why something 
is beautiful to enjoy it fully?  In a minimum of four complete sentences in a cohesive 
paragraph, explain your thoughts on the topic. 

 
____________________________________________________________________ 
 
____________________________________________________________________ 
 
____________________________________________________________________ 
 
____________________________________________________________________ 
 
____________________________________________________________________ 
 
____________________________________________________________________ 
 
____________________________________________________________________ 
 
____________________________________________________________________ 
 
____________________________________________________________________ 
 
____________________________________________________________________ 
 
____________________________________________________________________ 
 
____________________________________________________________________ 


