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Answer the following questions in complete sentences.  You will be graded according to the 

distributed Weekly Science Article rubric. 

 
1. Octopuses have brains, and possess the capability to learn.  Explain how octopuses learn.   

 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 
 

2. Why must octopuses that are kept in captivity be housed in cages with locks?  _________ 
 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 
 

3. Do octopuses exhibit “feelings”?  Cite two examples from the article in which an octopus 
displayed a human-like emotion.  
 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 
 

4. How does the name octopus appropriately reflect the anatomical structure of the 
invertebrate?  (You may need to do a little outside research to answer this question) 
 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________________________________ 



www.ShellysScienceSpot.com 
 

5. Are neurons (nerve cells) only found within the brain of the octopus?  If no, fully explain 
your answer. 
 
_______________________________ ________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 

 
6. What two hypotheses have been formulated to explain why octopuses need to be so smart 

in their environment?  
 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 

 
7. You have read in this article about how intelligent octopuses are.  The article has inspired 

your teacher to consider adopting a new class pet – one that is smart and can problem 
solve and learn (the turtles, after all, can be rather boring).  Based on what you read in the 
article, would you recommend an octopus for a class pet?  In a cohesive paragraph, 
consisting of at least four sentences, explain whether or not you feel that an octopus would 
make a good classroom pet, providing evidence from the article to support your opinion. 
 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________________________________ 


