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Answer the following questions in complete sentences.  You will be graded according to the 
distributed Weekly Science Article rubric. 
 
1. How many species of living things have been discovered so far?  How many species in 

total (including unknown species) do scientists believe that we share the planet with? 
 
______________________________________________________________________ 

 
______________________________________________________________________ 
 

2. How many new species of reptiles and cockroaches were found between 2003 and 
2005? 

 
______________________________________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________________________ 
 

3. Which group of organisms has the highest number of known species? 
 

______________________________________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________________________ 
 

4. In which type of environment are unknown species most likely to be discovered? 
 

______________________________________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________________________ 
 

5. Which ocean-dwelling creature was found in 2006 on a deep-sea volcano in the South 
Pacific Ocean?  (Provide the specific name) 

 
______________________________________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________________________ 
 



www.ShellysScienceSpot.com 
 

 
6. What is the best way to tell if a species is new? 
 

______________________________________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________________________ 

 
7. Why does a newly discovered organism receive its name in Latin? 

 
______________________________________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________________________ 
 

8. You have just received your college degree in Botany (the study of plants) from Harvard 
University.  Upon graduation, you were asked to accompany a well-known botanist on 
an excursion to the tropical rainforests of Costa Rica to conduct some research.  While 
gathering samples of known plants, you stumble across a patch of flowers that you have 
never seen before.  The flower’s petals are oval in shape.  The outside of the petals 
have a green border and the inside is bright red with black spots.  The flower has a 
sweet smell.  After collecting samples and comparing its DNA against other similar 
species, you discover that this is a new species of plant.  In a cohesive paragraph 
consisting of at least four sentences, provide this new species with a common name 
and give two reasons why it is important that this new species is known to science.   
 
 
______________________________________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________________________ 


